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Dumasia writes in “The Aga Khan and his Ancestors” (Bombay, 1939, pp.

from Persia was a loss to that country, but Persia’s loss was the gain of the British
comradeship in arms with the British army cemented the ties of friendship....The part which the
Khan played as an ally of the British in that disastrous war was in every way worthy of the h
deeds of the great martyrs of Islam whose blood flowed in his veins.”

The British had grown to be a paramount power in India in the course of the 18" and 19" centu
About the time that the Aga Khan was having troubles in Iran, the British were deeply involved
Afghanistan, and their efforts were aimed at establishing in Kabul a rule that would be friendly to-
Britain, and prevent the Russian influence penetrating the borders of India, that would possibly:
threaten the existence of British empire. The Aga Khan extended his support and assistance o the b
British in Afghanistan. The British troops eventually failed to dominate Afghanistan and evacuated
Kandhar at first on August 9, 1882 for Quelta. The Aga Khan however stayed on in Kandhar for
about six weeks with Sardar Sherdil Khan. Major Rawlinson, who sympathized with: him, had
advised him to retreat to India. Thus, the Imam came to Quelta on October 5, 1842 and then stayed
with the Khan of Kalat, Mir Shahnawaz Khan. When he left Queita, he was given a letter of
recommendation by MacNaghten addressed to Sir Charles Napier (1782-1853), who had been
commissioned supreme civil, political and military control of both upper and lower Sind.

Different accounts are advanced to indicate the routes of the Aga Khan from Quetta to Sind. It is
said that he went to Sialkot and thence headed towards Sind, which seems doubtful. When he was in

Quetta, the Aga Khan appears to have decided to enter Sind through Sukkur, which was also g
reported to the British officers. Thus, the British records suggest that he reached Sukkur from Quelta
and then arrived in Hyderabad. Thanks to the new evidence in this context, shrouded hehindjln.,

Khan of Kalat, Mir Shahnawaz Khan for a month. He then proceeded to Sonmiani after
hilly tracks of Baluchistan during the rule of Jam Mir Khan IT (1830-1888).

the only seaport of the province of Lus, The natives generally called the
Sonmiani, Miani. L{. Forbes Gordon Sullivan (1820-1893), the British it

submitted his report to the government in 1841 and 1842 and writes that,
of the province. It is a small village, containing about two hundred
searcely amounting (o nine hundred inhabitants. Of
ﬁindogs, some of whom are engaged in trade



L ‘prevailir n
/ poor, with the exception of a few Hindoos, in whom all

“The province of Lus in Baluchistan is about 100 miles long and broad by 80 mile

the south by the sea, to the north by the Jahlawan Hills, and fo the east and west by
mountains, which descend from the great mass occupying Baluchistan, and separate
Makran. The deers were frequently seen in the eastern side of Lus, therefore, the
altests that the Aga Khan had launched a hunting expedition and is said to have sta
residence of a certain [smaili, called Khatau. He hailed from Kutchh and was a rich and
merchant in Sonmiani, exporting wool, ghee, gum and il of different kinds. The Imam invests
the title of Varas, and he became the first to be titled on Indian soil.

Meanwhile, the Governor General Lord Ellenborough (1790-1871) wrote a letter to Sir Chi
Napier on November 11, 1842 to discover the whereabouts of the Aga Khan. Napier however
informed Ellenborough that the Aga Khan was expected to reach Sukkur in November, 1842, In the
meantime, Sir Charles Napier traced out the whereabouts of the Aga Khan in Sonmiani. He sent his
urgent message, insisting him {0 come to Hyderabad and hold negotiations on behalf of the British =
with the Mirs, the rulers of Sind. The Aga Khan started immediately and after a ride of 50 miles,
reached Karachi, where he made a short stay of two days. He visited the old Jamatkhana in Kagzi
Bazar (old Kadhu Bazar) in Kharadhar, Karachi and gave didar to the jamat at the humble requestof
Mukhi Alarakhia Sajan

He left Karachi for Hyderabad with his entourage. Adequate protocol was accorded by Sir Charles
Napier to the Aga Khan on board his steamboat, Fatelt Mubarik. In Hyderabad, the Aga Khan held
several meetings with the Mirs and tried to explain the weakness of their position. It is also probable
{hat the Aga Khan attended the Darbar when all the Mirs except Mir Nasir Khan of Khairpur were
present and signed and fixed their seals (o the treaty in open Darbar with the British in presence of
Major James Qutram on February 12, 1843,

It must be known that the Aga Khan had tried to convince Nasir Khan, the Talpur amir of Kalat, to
cede Karachi o the British. Nasir Khan refused it; therefore, the Aga Khan disclosed his batile plan
to Major James Outram. As a result, the British camp was saved from a night attack. The Aga Kh

had also placed his cavalry at the disposal of the British. For his valuable services in Afgha
and Sind, the Aga Khan was granied an annual pension of 2000 pounds with an Ilonuriﬁctiﬂ&_
Highness.

The Baluchis, now completely out of hand, declared that they had nothing to da wil
between the Mirs and British and determined to fight with or without their leaders.
{heir chieflains, threatened to be engulfed in this raging flood of opinion, the Mits
defence, o cast away the scabbard and lead their Baluchis. In the

. 1843, four Hyderabad Mirs, Nasir Khan, Sobdar, Shahdad and
rmor al Karachi that they had resolved on taking field.



" The services rendered by the Aga Khan in Sind were politically speaki

those he rendered at Kandhar, since Sind was regarded as the gateway to Indi:

foreign conquerors have from time immemorial poured into India. Sir Will

pointed out in “The Protected Princes of India® that, “I7 Sind had not falen fo
must have been either annexed by Afghanistan or absorbed with Lahore by Ranjit Singh.
the conquest, the Aga Khan again tried to pacify the Mirs and won most of them over to
side. Sir Charles Napier found in the Aga Khan “a good and brave soldier” and entertai
high opinion of his political sagacily and chivalry as a leader and soldier.

In those days, the route between Karachi and Hyderabad was controlled mostly by the Joki
and it was difficult for Col. Boileau, who was commanding a British regiment to communicate wit
Charles Napicr. The Jokiag and other tribes had created conditions of complete lawlessness and
disorder on the outskirts of Karachi. Communication with the outside world was absolutely
paralyzed. A detachment of troops which was going from Karachi to Hyderabad to join Charles.
Napier was attacked at Gujjo by Jokias in 1843 under the leadership of Chakar Khan. Naomul
Hotchand (1804-1878) writes in “Memoirs of Seth Naomul Hotchand” (London, 1915, p. 129)
that, “The depredations of the Kalmatis, Numries, and of the Jokhias on the outskirts and in the
vicinity of Karachi struck terror in the hearts of the people, and all intercourse and commut tion
with the outside world was cut off.” H.T. Lambrick also writes in his “Sir Charles Napier and
Sind” (London, 1952, p. 157) that, “Bands of Baluchis had plundered most of the wood and coal
stations on the Indus, interrupted the mail route to Bombay via Cutch, and also the direct road to
Karachi, whence supplies and artillery had been ordered up. With a view fo reopening
communications with Karachi, Sir Charles sent the Agha Khan to take post at Jherruk with his.
followers, some 130 horsemen.” ]

and consequent fear of unsafety o person or property, did not cease.
Sir Charles Napier, therefore, posted the Aga Khan at Jerruk at the end of February, 1843 to see
communications as well as restore peace between Karachi and Hyderabad. Napier also wrote
Ellenborough on February 25, 1843 that, “As it is a matter of considerable importance to preys
marauding, and as he (the Aga Khan) is not only a brave man, as head of the religious sect, hasn
influence and numerous followers, I have desired him to do so il T have your Lordship’s d
Napier also informed Col. Boilea, the officer commanding at Karachi, about the posting of t
Khan and his responsibility for guarding the post between Hyderabad and Karachi in Jerruk.

I sum, plunders and violence




erruck or Jerruk (25 degree 3' north Iatitude and 68
t ri Taluka, is situated close to the Indus, at an elevation ab
nge of limestone hills that runs along its right bank south of Kotri, The Ji
s reported to have settled in this locality, making it known as Jerruk. The old town'
‘Manjabari as reported by the Arab historians like Istakhri of the [0 century and Idris
century, appears o have been situated in the neighbourhood of Jerruk. &

The early history of Jerruk has been but litile, if at all, investigated and

abscurity. There is a ruined site in the neighbourhood of Jerruk, which

a8 Kafir Kot and is supposed to have been built by Raja Manjira. This site also contains remains.
Buddhist and Hindu structures with a very curiou inscription in old Indian character, It suggesis that
thie existence of Jerruk goes back (o the time of Raja Manjira. From its situation, commanding the
river as well as the roads from Karachi and Thatta, Sir Charles Napier, who made it a Mi ;
Depot, considered it a position of some importance. Afterwards it was an oulpost garrisoned by a
ompany of sepoys. It was also the headquarters of the Deputy Collector. For many years it had been
a Missionary Station. It had a Municipality, but that was abolished in 1878 On a hill to the north of
the Kotri road and close to the town is the grave of an Assistant Surgeon Robert Hussey, who died
here in 1850, and in another spot lie the remains of the Reverend C, Huntingdon, Chaplain of
Hyderabad, who died here on his way to Karachi on May 27, 1856. It was here that W. Cole once.
Colleetor of Customs in Karachi, found some Buddhist bricks which were afterwards deposited in
the Karachi Museum. It is also fearnt that the first Sindhi Prim ry School in Jerruk was established
in 1873. In the Indian Museum, Calcutta, there is a flint scraper reported fo have been found by Dr.
Fedden of the Geological Survey, on the surface at Jerruk in 1876,

Jerruk accupied an irregular space of seven furlongs in circum/ference, about 150 feel above the river
level. It is spread on 5087 acres. It is on an abrupt rocky tableland, having two hills close to the'
town, which covered the approaches by land and by water. The historic town of Jerruk is located
betwween Hyderabad and Thalta in Sind, where wheat, rice, sugar-cane, cotton, vegetables and some
fiuits are grown in abundance. Supplies were abundant, much cheaper than at Karachi. There were
in the market 200 shops and (he street, which contained them, was covered over with matting fro
side (0 side, Jerruk is at an allitude of about 500 feet and a very fine picluresque place, It has 4
healthy climate and was used as a heal g slation in Sind for many years. It will be inferesti
know that a big hanging lamp was installed on the main gate of the fort of Hyderabad, whose'
was clearly visible in Jerruk at night. At Jerruk on both sides of the river, we have perh
ickest riverine forest in Pakistan. The zoological genera of Jerruk are but little kno
ver a habitat for gazelle, wild boar, wild cat, hare, crocodile, ete. The Aga Khs
t ate and the hunting ground. Captain T. Postans had completed
ations on Sind” (Karachi, 1973, p. 27) on April, 1843 and wrote tha
on the same bank of the river, is a neal town, and il effect
of the abundance of foliage around i
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1798 and his shrine exists near Jerruk. In |
ther of Imam Hasan Ali Shah, the Aga Khan I had vi
he made a brief stay in Jerruk before going o Bombay.
d families of Kutehh. In those days, most of them were learned and
ious lymns) by hands. They usually visited the villages in district Thatta

Id the copies as a mean of livelihood.

) -0
The Aga Khan rode out of Hyderabad and reached Jerruk after a travel of 20 miles on
1843, where about 1000 Ismailis had thronged from Sind, Kutchh, Kathiawar, Gujrat and §
behold their Imam. The Ismailis were warmly hosted and repasted daily by Vesso, Vali and
1he sons of Seth Merali of Jerruk'.

Soon after his artival, the Aga Khan and his horsemen whose number had risen (o two hundred took
up their post near Jerruk and helped to safe guard the post from Karachi and also to make speedy.
delivery of letters and supplies for the British forces in Hyderabad. The mail between Karachi and
Hyderabad was very irregular before the Aga Khan took over the charge. It seems that he spread his
soldiers around Jerruk and Thatta to monitor over the situation. While guarding (he road between
Karachi and Hyderabad, the Aga Khan also recovered the British property which had been plundered:
from the camp of Thatta by the Baluchis. When Sher Muhammad Khan advanced with his army on
Hyderabad, {he Aga Khan wrote letter to all the Baluchis, inviting them to become subject of the
Brifish government. He also addressed (o Sher Muhammad Khan not to risk an action through a
leter. The Hindu clerk, Kundalii carrying the letter and (wo other servants, accompanying him,
were killed by Sher Muhammac.

The neighbouring bigoted tribes of Jokia, Numeri and Kalmati who had joined Sher Muhammad
Khan, threatened the Aga Khan and his followers with death, on account of their having joined the
British. The local tradition has it that the first group of the prisoners were taken on February 26,
1843 soon after the battle of Miani on February 17, 1843 and were sent to Calcutta, They were taken
away fiom the fort of Hyderabad to the river and thence by a steamer, Nimrod, stiring from
Hyderabad o Karachi and thence to Calculta, When the steamer passed near Jerruk. it is attested in
the tradition that a crowd of the peaple climbed on the hill to see the steamer carrying the prisoners.

It is said that some Ismailis on the hill hailed and saluted the Br i ¥
hooting the action of the Mirs. This aroused hostili

 Indian soil on March 21, 1843 in Jeriuk, where few
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ok the Mo Sonthelh .
Vali were very rich and their reputation prompted the
who were in search of an opportune moment to strike them,
i  that time amidst the teeth of bitterest opposition and harsh storms

o i Sl
 The Jokia tribe originally the Summa tribe of Rajputs, resided in Gharo, near Thatla.

who was known as the Janr, ruled them. According to “Gazetteer of the Provin
(Bombay, 1927, 1" val., p. 8), “The Jol infested the Delta two centuries ago, robbing mer
and dominated the country about Karachi under the Mirs, enjoying lucrative privileges in retu;
the duty of furnishing a contingent of fighting men when required.”

ssinian slaves in Sind were imported from Muscat and other harbours of the easles
coast of Arabia, known as the Nomeria, Lumria, Naumardi or Numeri. Some of them constiuted a
large part of the population of Las Bela and held most of the hills at the time of Brilish conquest, Tn'
the large block of hill between Sehwan, Kotri and Karachi the principal inhabitanis were the
Numeris.

The Kalimatis, who are wrongly associated with the Karmalis, were the Baluchi tribe in Makran,
where they lived for some fime before coming to Sind. They penetrated into Mirpur Sakaro in
district Thatta, where their chief obtained a jagir on the condition that he would muster his tribe for
the defence of Thatta when required.

In the beginning of 1843, these three tribes, i.¢., the Jokia commanded by Jam Meherali, Numeri led
by Malik Ahmed Khan and Kalmati headed by Malik Ibrahim Khan; gathered together under the
orders of the Mirs of Hyderabad to attack the British camp at Karachi, but they failed and retreated.

These three tribes, comprised of 4000 armed men, then proceeded from Thatta to Jerruk headed by
Mir Sher Muhammad Khan upon the instructions from Hyderabad, while Muhammad Khan
Khushak (umed towards Thatta with 2000 soldiers. In (he encounter, about 10 Ismailis are reported
{0 have been killed near Thatta. He then joined the principal force of Sher Muhammad Khan to
launch their hostile operations against Jerruk. K

Hitherto, these tribes had threatened to attack Jerruk a dozen times or so, but failed. On the evenin
of March 23, 1843, the Aga Khan had just finished his dinner, and was prep
swing when all of a sudden, a faithful in immense fear fushed,. bringing the intel;
‘body of Numeris with the help of the Jam Jokia had arrived within a mile of lerruk, that

cen them, and hurried on to give the Imam news, lest he and his heroes shor

i is narrated that a group of the people belonging to the Mallick and Nu

e Ismailis, also joined Sher Muhammiad Khan, each among them v
indicating their overt hostility \nnfi ‘jm‘zﬂlfw desig
i [in

i o ikt s 1 RS © B hpfipe i



S N W /s 3 icl
three brothers inhumanly and quench
According to another tradition, some enemies dismount
the town with unshielded swords, asking each one, “Where are \
that both Vesso and Vali kept themselves hidden into the heap of unginn
emies found their whereabouts, Ahmed Khan Qajar set it on fire at once,
have rushed to extinguish if, but the enemies killed him brutally. In sum, Vesso,
 became the first victims. Looking an overwhelm fire, the morale of the people fell. It spi
t:'ror and panic that no one knew what was actually happening, and the people: began I
chaos.

Same enemies mounted at night on' the hill behind the residence of the Ismailis and sent.
murderaus rain of arrows wildly on the town to cause havoe. Soon aflerwards, they launch
noctumal assault from two sides and began to kill the innocent Ismailis indiscriminately.
stalwarts of the small force of the Tmam came out to fight with the large army and subdued th
attack. At that very moment, the Tmam is reporied (0 have predicted (hat, “The Mirs will no long
remain the rulers of Sind.””

The Aga Khan spurred his fleet horse and advanced briskly at full gallop, penetrating the front ranks
of the enemies and fought against overwhelming odds. He was dressed only in a cotlon shirt without
any protective armour. In this skirmish the handful Ismaili champions forced the enemies to retreat
o their fort. The Imam soon wheeled his small squadron and launched a reinforced attack on the
fort, not {oo far from Jerruk. In pursuit, his horse all of a sudden skidded and he also fell on the
ground. He was lying swooned on the ground with four teeth broken. The Ismailis quickly hurled
themselves into the fray and shielded their master. They are reported to have said to the Imam to
give up the fighting and go to Hyderabad for necessary treatment and they would fight and repulse
the invaders. Some thirty Ismailis found however difficulties, but managed to escape the battlefield:
and brought the Imam safely in Hyderabad. H.T. Lambrick writes in “Sir Charles Napier and

1d” (London, 1952, p. 157) that, “The Agha Khan soon afterwards surprised at Jherruk by a body
of Baluchis, and had some difficulty in escaping to Hyderabad with a handful of his men.” Before
leaving the battlefield, the Aga Khan ordered his cousin, Muhammad Jafar Khan and a certain Mi
Ahmed o rush back to the town alongwith the message of assurance and {reat those who v
injured,

Remnants of the Ismaili cavalry that had survived at (he fort, were grouped into a fightin
afresh and ave a tough resistance against the large hosts, Equipped with abundant st

2] tice | hat the battle of Miani was fought on February 17, 1843, and from this
i ol o1 Db W g ot iareh 24,1843 Sl Sl
gs.dnrmad. ‘making an end of the rule of the Mirs in Sind. On Mmqh :llui 1843,0
n exlract, was it Charles Napics of Sind! Tt
h and also dethroned. Sind belongs to (hem no long
i e paid to the English.” llwln o




Id be noted that the skirmish took place at the outskirts of Jermul

¢ the Numeri and Mallick tribes plundered the town, and snatch

the guest Ismailis. Soon afterwards, the Jokias also Jjoined and pillage |
Khan and took away a cash money of twenty lac of rupees and the boxes of gold ai
three lac rupees. The Imam did not mind over the loss of his wealh and sent no person in'
Itis further related that they had plundered the house of Vesso and Vali and cartied off 20
and a large deposit of silver on bullock carts. B,

In the meantime, the British army inflicted defeat to Sher Muhammad Khan in Hyderabad, who

from the battlefield. Soon after his recovery, the Aga Khan came in the British camp and stayed: .
Sir Charles Napier for few days as his guest. Sir Charles Napier was aggrieved on (he tragedy of
Jerruk and demonstrated his heartfelt sympathy and paid rich tributes to the martyrs, He also offered
to bear the loss, but the Imam refused it and said that he had no intention to take revenge. The Aga
Khan retumed to Jerruk very soon. When the awe-stricken followers beheld their spiritual master in
the town, they crowded around him reverently and drew a breath of immense relief:

The incident of Jerruk took a heavy toll of lives and materials of the Ismailis. The dead badlies were A
buried in a mass-grave in the heart of Jerruk, known as Ganji Shahidan, near the residence of the )
Imam. The Imam offered Fafifia and paid a glowing and well-deserved tributes to the martyrs and 4
said, “These heroes are like the martyrs of Karbala and their memory shall ever remain green,
even their flesh shall never decay.”

According to “Athar-i Muhammadi” (p. 136), the Imam also recited the follawing touching :
couplets in Persian on that occasion:- "

Gardad chu Kharab tan chigam jan  bashad,
Viran chi  shand hubab  aman  bashad.

“No affliction should prevail when a body perished, because the soul exisls
(as if) the bubbles are smashed, but the ocean exists.”

Darushud — ishq  zianish  sud  ast,
Gar jan biruvad che baak janan bashad. .

“Love became a medicine, whose deficit is a profit for me. Doesn’t .!

body is perished, but one who gives life is in existence.™ il

store, hoard, hidden treasiure, store
95, 1098) by . Scingas, he word
‘Twelvers in Jernuk, the premises original

ve was cemented by the local s



n interred

gain interred another site selecte
in a local feud 107 years ago according

s hat the Ismailis, who had been present in Jerruk, took no s:ri s

most of them seem (o have related the tragedy, but a little in their native pl

to perpetuate the struggle and thereby causing further bloodshed, the Imam most pe
have advised his followers not to reckon the incident a serious matter.

“The Imam is also said (o have awarded sword (o cach Ismail warrior who fought with
valour. The Imam was highly surprised with their fidelity and devotion. Among them,
known persons were Khalikdina and his son, Rehmatullah of Gwadar, Count Subazi’

Alidina and Baledina, the sons of Assa, efc..

Due to the paucity of historical evidence, it is difficult to ascertain the casualties of (e Ismailis i
Jerruk. Vesso and his brothers, Vali and Datoo were the first (o be martyred. The famous Ismail
merchant of Hyderabad, called Assa had also sent his five sons, and (hree among them were killed in
the encounter, whose names are not known. It is also reported that when the Aga Khan left Iran in
1842, skirting the rocky tracts of Baluchistan, a rumour spread in Gwadar that some Baluchi chiefs
near Turbat intended to obstruet the Imam’s caravan. Thus, a group of the young Ismailis rapidly
came forward and joined the Imam’s caravan near Turbat as the security guards as far as Jerruk. In
the ensuing batle of Jerruk, a young Ismaili of Gwadar, called Thanvar was martyred and his
broflier, Sayan and another Ismaili, Meru Jindani were wounded. Meru Jindani got his thumb cut and
became known as Meru Mundh in Gwadar. 1t appears that most of the martyrs belonged to Mulla
Katiar, about 32 miles from Jerruk and Kutchh, whe had come for Imam’s didar. Some members of
Akhund family were also killed in (he battle. It must be leamt that an Ismaili of Syria, known as
Bawa or Baba in Iran had settled in Shahr-i Babak in Kirman, most possibly in the period of Ismaili
Imam Abul Hasan Ali (1730-1792). He and his descendant taught Arabic to the family members of
the Imams. Among them, Pasand Ali Bawa and his son Muhammad Ali Bawa also migrated with the
Aga Khan from Iran and had been in Jerruk

There had been hardly 250 to 300 Ismailis in Jerruk, including those who were famaus for their piet
and services. The Ismailis resided in the series of houses down the hill. They had built a prayer-|
(jamatkliana) on 100 sq. yards inside the street facing the Mahallat. We are reviewing the pe
suffering absolutely with historical documents, and therefore, many eminent characters

have not been identified. N

T
Merali ina, known as Aloo and his brother, Ghulam Hussain Haji, known as Gul
worthy of notice. Gulu commanded good control on the Persian, therefore, the Tma
y as an interpreter. A certain Umaid Ali Bachal and Basaria, the
d Allana were also the residents of Jertuk. Sabzali of Tand

s family in Jerruk. Bhagat Akhund was also a dav’o\m



ic 1&@:&!9!:!& their economy. They had to sail from lhe’pur( of Man
ed their programme. They first came in Jerruk via Ramki Bazar to see he I
yrhcu«lsd 1o Karachi and sailed for Zanzibar.

It has been added to our latest informations that Count Subazi'ali (ov), an Uzbek Ismail
from Central Asia had also joined the forces of the Aga Khan in 1842%, He is said to have confie
the Talpur commander Hosh Muhammad in Hyderabad. He led the Ismaili cavalry in the batil
Miani on February 17, 1843, He also joined the Imam in Jerruk and fought valiantly. He p
of his life in Mulla Katiar, where he died. He was however buried inside the shrine of Pir Tajuddin.
[
Returning the thread of our narrative, it is seen that different accounts are afforded both in oral and
wrilten traditions about the figure of the Ismailis who lost their lives in Jerruk. Boileau had received
an intelligence and wrote in March 28, 1843 that the Baluchis plundered all the villages between
Thatta and Jerruk and that all but S to 6 of the Aga Khan's men were killed. Captain A. Thomas.
reports on April 8, 1843 that 25 of Aga Khan’s men had survived whom Napier employed at the fort
of Hyderabad. It implies that 175 were killed out of 200 soldiers. William Napier writes. in
“Conquest of Sind” (London, 1845, p. 369) that the Baluchis attacked the Aga Khan's men in
Jerruk and killed 179 of them. A.J. Chunara in his “Nurun Mubin® (Bombay, 1936, pp. 643, 660)
gives the figure of 70 casualties in Jerruk. Sherali Alidina, in his book, “Tarikh-i Imamate?
(Karachi, 1952, pp. 150, 331-333) writes on the authority of his parents, who related to him that their
parents took part in the action and that the number of killed was 72

We liave referred to above thal the Tmam had given the status of the martyr (shalid) of Karbala to
those who sacrificed their lives in Jerruk. It seems to have led the followers to cultivate an idea that
72 persons should have been killed in the encounter ce 72 persons had been killed at Karbala
with Imam H the son of Hazrat Ali bin Abu Talib, Thus, the Ismailis tinged the figure with
the incident and the theory of 70 or 72 martyrs, a bombastic figure had been fabricated in the oral
traditions. Later on, it also reflected in the published sources after a hundred years. The question
“How many persons had been actually killed in Jerruk?” remains yet unanswered.

On November 27, 1843, the Aga Khan wrote a letter to Sir Charles Napier (vide ES.L]
Enclosures to Secrel Letters from India
“mentioned, “In Sind I have done good service. I lost nearly 150 me
large amount of property.”
s

it with the Kutehhi diafect, the name Subasi'ali (av) changed to Sabzali in Tndia. i
0 pronounce the Russian (erin za? and the conimon Kutehhi phinse, jf was adopted
gm 10 be pronounced as Sabzali.




34 rd Delhousie, the G

W had only 20 Sowars with me ai
detached in parties of about 15 to 20 men at each stage between
~was suddenly attacked by the Baluchis, six Persians and thirty
Killed nearly one hundred and fifty wounded. Four of the troopers
Thatta were killed and the rest dispersed, no loss was sustained by the ofhe
some of whom were at Kurrachce under Captain Preedy and the remainder em)
at Mcerpoor.” (vide “Board’s Collections™ Il & No. 3 of 77 of September 27, 1848)
be aconclusive figure till further discovery that 37 Ismailis and 6 Persian soldiers of the Ima
killed and 150 persons were injured in Jerruk. Among them, twenty had become (he victim:
arrowsshooting, ten were killed at the outskirts of the town and seven servants of the Imam
to death inside the town. It also infers from “Athar-i Muhammadi® that 37 Ismailis had
killed.

Soon after his arrival, the Aga Khan built

idency called the Mahallat in Jerruk on the site of
850 square yards. The residence s & e

n Jerruk as an old monument of the Ismailis.

It seems likely that the Aga Khan with his 30 followers had joined Napier once again in the battle of
Dubba. Afler the batile, Napier had again posted him for a short time near Gharo (o secure the
communication with Karachi.

In the meantime, Sir Charles Napier wrote (o Sher Muhammad Khan on April 7, 1843 waming him:
{0 give back to the Aga Khan the plunder he took from Jerruk. Accordingly, he wrote that, “Chief if’
you will give back to Aga Khan the plunder you took from Jerruck, and come in and make your
safaam to me, I will pardon, and be your friend, and your jagirs shall be respected. He also wrote to
Ellenborough on April 20, 1843 that he had occupied Jerruk with a company of the 15" Native
Infantry, supported by the influence of the Aga Khan, s

Before departure of the Aga Khan from Jerruk, Captain Preedy posted Munshi Lalchand of That
Jerruk as a mukhtiyarkar, i.e., the local magistiate.

Soon aflerwards, the Imam came in Karachi afler gef
‘Muhammad Khan. There had been three roads from Jerruk to Karachi. The first via Sool
and Gharo (96 miles). the second via Khoodie, Halleji and Gharo (89 miles and 2 furlos
third via Khoodie, Jim and Run Pitteani (84 miles and I furlong). The British army fgvll oy
of these routes and it is probable that the Imam had travelled on that route and
5 on September, 1844 when the population of the town was abou



wr, Abdul Hussain and Amir Ali. The
riod of Mukhi Nazarali Datoo and Kamadia Akbatal
only four houses of the Ismailis.

(darkiiana) on March 21, 1843, It enjoyed the esteem status for about 21 months till
“been declared the next headquarters on December 16, 1845, When the Tmam left Jerruk, it s
Jerruk was virtually no more headquarters. There are however certain reasons (o
headquarters from Jerruk to Bombay, which are discussed briefly as under:-

1t is much nearer to reasonable possibility to assert that the longer duration of (he headquarters |
Jermuk would have prompted the local Tsmailis to wreak their revenge on their enemies, which had
remedied nothing. It is also probable that the enemies had raided several times in presence of the-
Imam in his headquarters. Thus, the transfer of headquarters seems a wise decision. 3

The Tmam had migrated from Iran to India to guide his followers, who were down trodden in
economical and social fields. He was to enhance the welfare of his followers. He had to breathe a
new life into the dead class of the Indian followers and bring them within the fold of the new
educated community. He did not like to involve or engage in a trifling occurrence of Jerruk. He:
therefore, shifted his headquarters at Bombay, which proved far betfer nerve-centre for many years:

The Ismailis in Makran coast in Baluchistan State lived in the rocky regions, having fighting spirit-
Jerruk was more near for them than Bombay. To this we must add the likelihood that some of them:
had taken revenge from the raiding tribes, who also belonged to Makran coast. Had the shifting not
taken place, it is possible that the Makran coast had inherited the enmity of Jerruk. In other words,
the hostility had spread from Sind to Baluchistan.

In the cultural tendency of the Indian Ismailis, the reverence o the shrines in most places was in-
vogue. In the locality of Jerruk, the veneration of Sayed Fateh Ali Shamsi would have also paved:
favoutable field to the intense veneration of the martyrs of Jerruk had it exercised the status of
headquarters for a long period. *

The more the people had visited Jerruk, the more clouds of traditions would have been thic

tinged with folklore and legend. The followers in other regions had received its fragm

incorporated in their own traditions, resulting the historical facts shrouded, and it would |
me difficult to brush them aside. In other words, the historicity of the incident would have be

nketed mistily in florid and bombastic style absolutely bereft of historical val

in the cradle in its embryonic stage and before it {00k its root, the Imam h
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-question nl‘ wngeann does not arise at :ll. and non¢
nce of the headquarters itself indicates that the Ism:
nder the guidance of the Imam in every age.




e Y
eriod of the Umayyad Caliph Walid (705-715), his govemor H:

p at the command of Muhammad bin Kassim in Sind. It is related that dnnng(ﬁ’i

Muslim forees, Imam Muhammad Bakir (713-733) had told to his dais, or the |
Jjoin the force of Muhammad bin Kassim voluntarily to promulgate Islam in India.
virtually known about these dais who had come in India. The critical examination of
suggesls (hat Tmam Jafar Sadik (733-765) had also sent few dais in India, who joined
previous dais and propagated among the Rajput stack of the Hindus. Later on, these new Mu
emerged as the Sumra and Samma in Sind.

The rule of the Sumra came to an end in 1361, making the field open for the Samma. They occupied
Sind and raised their chief, called Jam Unar (1351-1367) to the throne. The rule of the Samma also
ended in Sind when Shah Beg Arghun (d. 1521) defeated Jam Firuz (1508-1519), the last ruler of the
Samma in 1519 and founded the Arghun dynasty in Sind.

Most of the families of Samma and Sumra tribes had embraced Ismailism, and some among them
migrated to Bhuj, Lakhpat and Khangar in Kutchh. Due to the paucity of the historical materials, we:
are unable (o find their informations. A glimpse of the Ismailis of Kutchh in 1818 can however be
seen from the brief description of Captain James Macmurdo, the resident of Anjar, in his “Bombay:
Literary Transactions” (2™ vol., p. 232) that, “The Khoja is a Mohammaden cultivator, and
frequently make a pilgrimage to a spot eight days march to the north-west of Ispahan, where they
worship a living peer or saint (the Imam) to whom they pay an annual tax on their property.”
Accordingly, a certain Ismaili, called Merali is traced among the visitors of Iran. It appears that
Merali started from Kutchh with his elderly relatives in 1818 and reached late due to the sudden
death of his uncle in the journey. Merali however reached Mahallat, where he leamt that Imam
Hasan Ali Shah had gone to Tehran with his family to perform marriage. He, therefore, prolonged
his stay in Mahallat till the arrival of the Imam. He and his uncle got chances on several accasions to.
see the Imam. During the meeting, the Imam is reported to have told him that, “You quit Kutchh and
£0 10 Sind, preferably Jerruk. My mother will come to you in Jerruk and stay in your house. She will
need your company as an cscort as far as Kutchh, where you make her lodging in your old fiouse
Khangar. As you came here, so will I come to your house in Jerruk . I also consign you a n
service (o feed those poor Ismailis in your house in Jerruk, who come from Kutchh, and sefile

erali soon embarked at Sind. He visited Jerruk and chose a house for his family and ex
usiness opportunity. He started for Kutchh, and reached Khangar in 1820. He left Kut
a




. porting in lower Sind, He
ved a good name, and great respect among the local peaple
ic lone of voice, he never failed to enquire after the condition
( kind and sympathetic manner, which also won him the hearts of the I
virtuous and arduous services took air and spread over the whole Sind in a s

X
His sons are said (0 have ventured into the trade of cotion and rice. Mukhi Vali, Mukhi
or Vessar and Essa were his sons. The richest among them were Vesso and Vali, who dom
business in lower Sind and extended their mercantile activity as far as Katachi and
Baluchistan. "

i
The year 1838 was one of the most unhealthy the people ever experienced in Jerruk, probably
sickness was in a great measure increased due to the scanty of rain for last three years. The
of cholera broke out in March, 1838, and carried off seventy peoples in the town, including Meral
the great Ismaili hero of Jerruk. %

In 1843, Tmam Hasan Ali Shah came in Jerruk when Merali was not alive. The Tmam however
stayed in the house of Merali for some days and then moved to his newly built residence,

We have discussed that Vesso, Vali and Datoo were the first among the martyrs of Jerruk, Soon afier
the incident, their family members drifted out to Hyderabad and then moved to Karachi in 1920. The.
following is the genealogical chart of Merali and his family:-

Morall
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Sunaz'ALl (@V)

Uk of (he Ismailis allemated between Baku in Azerbaijan and Muynuk in Uzk
, which was the headquarters of the Ismaili Imams soon after the fall of the Al
] ‘The Ismailis thickly resided in these regions for over six centuries. The Aral St
 Kazakh and Uzbekistan, about 175 miles east of the Caspian Sea, Between the 13(h
10 teport abouit the Aral Sea has been handed down. Abul Ghazi Bahadur Khan (160
first report of Aral (island) as (he place where the Amu Darya runs into the lake in |
“Shajera-i Terakime™ (comp. in 1659). The lake received the name of Aral Tes A
the reign of Muhammad Rahim Khan (1806-1826). The lake is of importance for the su
population because of its fishing industry.

Count Subazi‘ali (ov) was an eminent leader in this region in the time of the Aga Khan L. He h
immense land holdings and wealth. A titled prince with over fifly villages and a hundred thousand
servants, he bred horses in (he Steppes for the Russian cavalry. Cossacks, the royal mounted military
force and a major military power of warlike horsemen, using his mounts had shattered Napoleons
Legiions when the French army retreated from Moscow on October 19, 1812, Count Subazi'ali (o).
enjoyed a class rapport with Romenov Czar Nicholes 1 (1825-1855) and was a frequent guest to the!
While Palace of Saint Petersburg. He was established in Romenov hierarchy. Yet, he went along
with his fellow Ismai

It is (0 be pointed out that the Talpur Mirs had 25862 soldiers, including 17000 Baluchis with Il

5 in the decisive batlle of Miani. In comparison, the British army comprised of H.M. 22
Regiment (526), No. 1., 1" Grendier (250), No. 1., 12" Regiment (487), No.1., 25" Regiment (300),
9" Bengal Cavalry (406), Sind lir
making a total strenpth of 2452 soldiers. How curious it is to learn that the British obtained the
services of the Aga Khan in Sind, who had hardly 200 to 300 horsemen when they had superior fire
power and military organisation of (heir adversary. How could a handful cavalry became useful
agains! the overwhelm odds? What should have been his services that foreed the British to g

im a pension, title and lands? *

1t is however recently delved that the secret of the success of the British was the timely
Count Subazi*ali (ov). The Aga Khan seems to have permitted the Count fo bring aver f
well trained Ismaili warriors from Central Asia to join the British army. It was kep(‘ 50
Charles Napier and few other Furopean commanders, who knew i, did not diy
ndences. The British stalwarts Col. Charles Stoddart !!806«[842) and ¢
842) are reported (o have arranged (o send the Ismaili warriors from
50, Count Subazi’ali (ov) fell out with Romenoy Czar Ni
ruler of Bukhara, who confiscated his lands




I sum, Count Subazi’ali (ov) joined the British army and inflicted a defeat to the rul
atile of Miani within three and a half hours. This was the very services gratuitously
Aga Rhan in Sind, which remained secret for a long time. Italso appears that while
from Hyderabad. the Aga Khan did not allow his followers of the Central Asia to jo
{o conceal their identifications.

Ifthe participation of these Ismailis had been known publicly, it is possible that the supporte
Mirs and the Baluchis had executed a widespread massacre of the Ismailis in the villages of

Soon after the battle of Miani, an average Ismailis of Central Asia returned to their homeland. S
among them however settled in Mulla Katiar, Tando Muhammad Khan and Tando Bagho. Count:
Subazi‘ali (ov) remained with the Imam in Jerruk, and then seltled in Mulla Katiar till death.

Yose: e provper




THE AGA KHANSIN

MUKHI ALIDINA ASANI (1793-1881)

In the earliest times, the Indian Ismailis had been sending collection of voluntary contributio
periadically to the Imam in Iran through the special messenger, called the rais. On those d
certain Danidina was a rai, the native of Okhamandal and lived mostly in Bhuj, Kutchh . He used o
collect religious dues from different villages in Kutchh and delivered (o Imam Abul Hasan Al
(1730-1792) in Tran. Nothing is known about his children except younger one, whase name was -
given by Imam Khalilullah Ali 1T (1792-1817) as Assa. N

On June 16, 1819, an earthquake of uncommon severity for hardly two minutes, rocked the whale

‘western India, the force of which most violently affected Kutchh and the tracts to the north of it- n-
Bhuj, nearly 7000 houses were overturned, and 1150 people buried in the ruins in twinkle of eyes.
Most of the survived Ismaili families moved 1o safe places. Among them a caravan of Assa, trekked
down through Lakhpat to Ramki Bazar in Sind. They further moved towards the lower Sind on
horses and bullock carts and reached Hyderabad. He cemented his cordial relation with the princes|
of the ruling family of the Talpur Mirs. The ruler granted him a fief near Fulailee Rivery about a mile X
from the fort of Hyderabad. He professed in the farming and exported butter, milk and leather to “
other parts of India via Ramki Bazar in Badin, Sind. .

Assa had six sons, the most famous were Alidina, Datardina and Baledina. His other three sons,
whose informations are inaccessible had been killed in Jerruk on March 23, 1843. Nothing virtually
is known about Datardina.

The tradition has it that Vesso, Vali and Mukhi Datoo, the sons of Merali had sent a message (o
most possibly in the sccond week of March, 1843, inviling him in Jerruk during the progi
Imam’s didar. He could not come and sent his five sons on horses with bags of gold coi
presented (o the Imam. il

related that the five sons of Assa fought with dauntless and flinching courage
ave been killed in the battle. The tradition further attests that during |
ummoned (he two surviving brothers, and ordered them to abar d
“When the Imam arrived in Jerruk from. Hyderal hi
for your prosperity wilh more ma
ina (1793<1881) and



Assistant 1o Col. Pottinger, the supervisor of the godowns, resided on the banks of the Indus in
immediate vicinity of Gi Bandar. All of a sudden, Mir Shah Muhammad of Mirpur, having -
mustered his forces, marched down to Hyderabad and, in consultation with the Mirs of Hyderabad,

he attacked, plundered and bumt the British godowns and carried off a large booty. Nothing of the

stores was left, and it was necessary for Leckie to arrange the provisions for the soldiers at once. Itis
said that Assa and few other Hindu merchants made every arrangement and supplied them

provisions. When the British defeated the Mirs and occupied Sind, the supporters of the Mirs

crowded near the fort of Hyderabad at the end of March, 1843 and agitated against the British. Their

procession moved from the fort to the Fulailee river under the vehement agitation, where they set on

fire all the godowns of the grains of Assa and three Hindu merchants. They devastated their

properties and razed their buildings to the ground. In this civilian action, Assa and his family.
members were killed. It implies that the death of Assa took place most possibly at the end of Mareh,

1843 in this appalling tragedy,

The Aga Khan left Jerruk in September, 1844 for Karachi. Meanwhile, both Alidina and Baledina
also arrived in Karachi. |

On October 7, 1844, the Tmam lefl Karachi for Kutchh and a day before departure, he dej
Baledina (1802-1896) as his Estate Agent in Muscal, located on the Gulf of Oman coast and
by a hill range. Baledina knew Arabic and Persian and said o have also visited Iran. Iraqa
The old records reveal that the Ismailis in Trag, Iran and Gulf deposited the accumulated
fous due to Baledina Asani in Muscal. In those days, the commercial Facilities had in
therefore, he used to remit the religious dues in Bombay by means of froondis o bill
]

{ be remembered (hat the Aga Khan had to face periodical troubles
15 of his community since 1827 while he had been in Iran. It final
6, known as The Aga Khan Case or The Khojn Case. In |
1 tole important old records of th
e Aga Khan sent Aga it t




my orde;
ere circulated in
15, an almost unanimous acceplance was received from the followes
Baledina Asani is said o have played prominent role in Museat, where (h
p,y:p,vmmunily stood steadfast in their faith and demonstrated their loyalty with the Imam
~ Aga Khan however succeeded to settle the disputes in Bombay in presence off emil
hoth sides.

Baledina's son Murad Ali married to Daulat, the daughter of Alidina Asani. Karmali was the so
Murad Ali and the son of Karmali was Rai Hasan, the father of Varas Akbar Ali, the 9" ant

resent Estate Agent of the Imam in Pakistan. Baledina Asani served for 52 years and died m
probably in 1896 in Muscat. His family chart is given belows

[ |
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[T_ME Baledina




ip of the jamat chose the head or
g them were Mukhi Datoo Chandu Varind,
. This tradition remained in force between 1825 and.

The Tmam also appointed Mukhi Alidina Asani as his first Estate Agent for Karachi
assistants for Lasbela, Sind and Tando Bagho. It will be inferesting to leam that
randson of Mukhi Alidina had Tumbly submitted his services to Hazar Imam, Prince
Khan, during the completion of hundred years service of the Asani family. The Imam s
fllowing message through the Ismaitia City Council, Kharadhar, Karachi on May 9, 1962 thate=

MY DEAR PRESIDENT,

KINDLY CONVEY MY BEST LOVING PATERNAL MATERNAL BLESSINGS FOR SERVICES TO AITMADI
ABPASEHA! ALIMAHOMED ASANI, OGGASION GOMPLETION OF 100 YEARS SERVICE BY HOUSE OF
ASAN

Mukhi Alidina Asani was a leading merchant, exporting rice in different paits of India. His sonsalso
Ventured into he business of hides and skins. In 1864, he is said to have purchased a big plotin
Lyari quarter for the Ismaili graveyard

e posts of the Mukhi and Estate Agent in 1873, The next appointed Mukhi i

in 1882. Mukhi Ramzan Ismail, whom Imam Aga Ali
Sian fad declared a5 the Mukhi in 1882 in the Jamatkhana, followed him, Mukhi Alidina Asani died
21881 i Karachi at (he age of 90 years. I s related that the Imam Aga Ali Shahi had visited
Karachi al the end of 1882 and offered Fatifia at his grave. The Imam enjoined the accompanying
Collovwers to do the same for forty consecutive days. He lefl behind five sons, Pit Muhammad, Ali
Mubammad, Datoo, Suleman, Fazal and two daughters, Daulat and Sona.

He retired both fror
his place was Alleno Jiand, who also retired

4 noble services, Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah, the Aga Khan It said
Alijah Alidina Ali Muhammad Mukhi Alidina Asani on Apr
11, 1920 in Karachi that, “AT PRESENT, AL AUDINA SERVES ME TOO MUGH, HIS FATHER A
IUHAMMAD HAD ALSO SERVED THE IMAM SINGE CHILDHOOD, AND HIS GRANDFATHER MUKHIAUIDIN
o ALSO SERVED THE IMAM TO GREAT EXTENT. BoTH (l"l\uTIIER AND GRANDFATHER) Mu
ELL ENTLY FROM CHILDHOOD TO LAST BREATH OF LITE:

on April 20, 1920 during the Mehmani of Alijah Alidina Ali Mul
MUGH, ALSO HIS FATHER LATE ALI MUHAMMAL
MUK 1l ALIDINA HAD RENDERED GREAT SER

Vs

wetin (ko

Appreciating his greal an
{he jamat in presence of his grandson,

ALLIAH IAS SERVED ME TOO
u EVEN HIS GRANDFATHER
IMAM.



Ali Shah appoi
ikhi Alidina Asani in 1873, He served for eigl
the next Estate Agent in 1881, The family chart of Varas V

VARAS BASARIA FADHU (1848-1918)

In those days, a certain petson called, Basaria came from Bhuj, Kutchh and resided in Karachi- He
and his son Fadhu were dedicated social workers, Varas Fadhu, the ancestor of the later Basaria;
faiily, ws a devoled person in Bhuj, Kutchh. Tle had travelled to Iran on foat to se Imam Shali
Khalifullah and died in Iran. He had (hree sons, Ghulam Ali, Basaria and Jafar. Among (hem, Varas
Basaria, who was born in 1848 was appointed the third Estate Agent for Karachi and Sind by Imam,
Hasen Ali Shah in the beginning of 1881 in place of Varas Vali. In 1883, he manriedi{o Raiis

1923), the daughter of Varas Vali, who gave abirth of ason, Rabim. e

e was famous for his generosily both inside and outside the community, His contributi
cecond War Loan during the world war (1914-1919) was magnificent. The Ismai
great pomp the 41 Birth Anniversary of the Imam of 3" August, 1918 in

a grand function was organized With a dinner in Kharadhar jamatkhar
of Raraclii was also invited with his wife. He was greeted by Dr ‘Haji a
who introduced him to Mukhi Rahmatullah Lutf Ali, Vara

"Vali and the members of the Council. Mr. Martin

; of the Imam, and thanked Varas Basaria E




wrih Estate Agent for Karachi, i it
prill 10, 1920 and performed the opening ceremony of the i 3&
radhar Jamatkhana, which was built by Varas Basaria Fadhu in 1918 and ¢
cost of Rs. 50,000~ The family chart of Basaria s given below:=

Basaria

Basarla

VARAS IBRAHIM VARAS VALI (D. 1924)

He belonged fo a Valliani family. He was an Estate Agent of Imam Sultan Muhammad Shah in;
Karachi, Lasbela and Sind. He also dedicated his life in the service of the Imam and earned the title of
Varas. He was also a generous and assisted the institutions of the community and other. needy pel

' He always travelled by his own expenses, riding on horse and visited different villages of §mg2
used to suggest the jamat, who prepared delicious dish for him that, "I am eating daily. A
 Jmam has given me much more, Pay (ithe to the Imam, so that you may be rewarded, but will ne

radise to feed me."

e asked for his retirement. The

{ of the Imam in Karachi in 1920,
1924 at the age of 55

‘Basaria in his place. He died on April 23,



¢ n Al
arts, and as a reward, God has graced blessings
symbol of a divine blessing in your family. I gi
of facility for his education, but he studied upto 7" elass. He joined his
in the services of the community, He was a leading importer of sugar in
i the market as a "Lion of Sugar." He was also the director of the Karachi Kl
"[(mn;g Co. in 1919. In this year, he was also appointed as an Honorary Second Class Mag
arachi. 3

The British India also invested him the title of First Class Honorary Magistrare thiough a Ga
issued on March, 1919. On April 13, 1920, he was bestowed with the title of IWazir in Karachi and
appointed as an Estate Agent afler Varas Ibrahim.

He renovated the Honeymoon Lodge, the birth place of the Tmam with his own expenses of
60.000/= The Imam visited for the first time afler renovation on April 10, 1920 and gave if a new nam
of Highland.

In 1921, he became the President of Ismaili Council in Karachi. He was also made the Chief Eslate
Manager of the Imam in 1922 at Bombay after the death of Juma Kamu. In sum, he was (he Estale
Agent in Karachi, Lasbela, Tando Muhammad Khan, Mirpur Sakaro and other parts of Sin.

He had been also in East Africa during the visit of (he Imam in 1925, He left Bombay on January 7,
1925 with Pir Sabzali, Huss: Pir Muhammad and Hamir Lakha. The Imam arived in Zanzibar on
February 9, 1925, and appointed him as the head of the Estate Agents for East Africa. He also
remained over a month with the Imam, and visited Mombasa, Moshi, Nairobi etc. and worked for I8
hours per day as a Chief Wazir and the Private Secretary of the Imam. He was also made the head of
the Ismaili Councils for East Africa, and all the reports of the Councils were sent through him.

Wazir Rahiim Basaria was one of (he greatest commercial magnates, but took special pride in calling
himself a servant of the Imam and the jamats. He was a millionaite, but his life was a saga of selfless
service {0 the Imam, to the exclusion of any other thought, consideration or benefit. He travelled many
fimes with the Tmam in Kuichh, Kathiawar, Sind, Burma, Africa, ete. with a staff’ of servants and
workers on his own expenses. His stall worked 12 fiours in a day, while he worked for I8 ours
without any break. e

10 stay in Bombay for four to six months fo complete the works of jamas assigned t
‘in 1927, He resided in the bungalow at the Aga Hall with his mother and fanily ns
I late hours at night, and became a victim nl'Mgllrin d!.unse. '
{0 an inflammation of the lungs, or pneumonia. His |Iln$s'an
bay eventually left all hopes of recovery.




ITMADI GHULAM HUSSAIN (d. 1938)

He was the son of Varas Ibrahim Varas Vali. He served for 10 years as a member and Honoi
Secretary of Piru Khalikdina Dispensary, Karachi. He was also a member of (hie Supreme Cour
in 1920 and became its President in 1935. He also served as the Mukhi of Kharadhar Jamatkhana
belween 1934 and 1937. He continued to serve as an Estate Agent for Lashela and Sind and died in
RKarachi on February 4, 1938. ot

SENIOR WAZIR CURRIM (1881-1968)

The seventh Estate Agent was Currim, the son of Varas Ibrahim. He was bom in 1381. He assisted
Varas Ibrahim Varas Vali, Wazir Rahim Basaria and Itmadi Ghulam Hussain since 1924. In sum, he
rendered services for 28 years. He retired in 1952 and in view of his valuable services since 1924,
the Imam invested him in 1954 the title of Senior Wazir, and this kind of conferment was
unparalleled in the Ismaili world. He died on October 23, 1968 at the age of 87 years.

CAPTAIN VARAS AMIR AL (1910-1978)

Wazir Currim was followed by his son Captain Amir Ali as the next Estate A
He was born in 1910 and completed his education in 1929. He proceeded on
e Imam in London in 1935. He brought Imam’s messages in India for Sir
llah and Sir Abdullah Haroon, insisting (o keep up (he pressure through
the separation of Sind from Bombay Presidency. This m
English weekly paper, 4Sind Sentinel” with Dr.
ﬁl;a vital role for the cause ill 1936 when (he
i I e
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u. in 1952, therefore, the Tmam appo his Es
- He also served as an Estate Agent in Afghanistan, Iran, Persia
and South East Asia. 3 5 k

~ He died on December 21, 1978 at Karachi, The Imam sent the following m:ssllg:"
1978 through the Tsmailia Federal Council for Pakistan:-

| HAVE LEARNT WITH THE DEEPEST SORROW OF THE PASSING AWAY OF ONE OF MY SENIOR |
JAMATI LEADERS IN PAKISTAN, VAZIR AMIRALL CURRIM. | SEND MY MOST AFFECTIONATE WAR
SPECIAL LOVING BLESSINGS FOR THE SOUL OF LATE VAZIR AMIRALI CURRIM AND [ PRAY THAT |
SOUL MAY REST IN ETERNAL PEACE.

THE LATE VAZIR AMIRALI CURRIM'S LONG AND DEVOTED AND ABLE SERVICES SINGE THE TIME OF MY
LATE GRANDFATHER WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED BY JAMAT AND BY MYSELF AND HE WILL BE
GREATLY MISSED BY US ALL. HIS PASSING AWAY IS PROFOUND LOSS TO MY JAMAT AND TO ME
PERSONALLY FOR VAZIR AMIRALI HAD SET AN EXAMPLE OF DEDICATION AND HARD WORK, FOR THE
JAMAT IN PAKISTAN AND ELSEWHERE, AND | HAD MANY OCCASIONSTO KNOW HOW DEEPLY THE LATE
VAZIR CARED ABOUT THE JAMAT'S UNITY AND SPIRITUAL AND WORLDLY HAPFINESS. LATE VAZIR
AMIRALI CURRIM HAD SUGCEEDED HIS FATHER AS ESTATE AGENT TO THE IMAM, THAT IS TO ONE OF
THE HIGHEST OFFICES IN THE JAMAT AND IN DOING SO HE WAS CONTINUING AN ADMIRABLE TRADITION!
OF SERVICE TO THE HOUSE OF THE IMAM, THAT HIS FATHER HAD BEGUN BEFORE HIM.

HER HIGHNESS THE BEGUM JOINS ME IN SENDING OUR HEARTFELT SYMPATHIES TO THE FAMILY OF THE

LATE VAZIR AMIRALI CURRIM AND AT THIS TIME OF SORROW AND BEREAVEMENT THEY ARE ALL
PARTIGULARLY IN MY HEART, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS.

VARAS AKBAR RAI HASAN KARMALL (since 1979 till now)

He is hailed from (he illustrious descent of the Asani family through Baledina (1802-1896), the

Estate Agent of the Imam in Muscat. Baledina had three sons, Murad Ali, Abdul Karim, Jafar and

cight daughters. The sons of Myrad Al were Karmali, Abdul Hussain and Khalfan. And the sons of

Karmali were Rai Hasan, Abdullah, Muhammad, Kamaruddin and Jafar. Rai Hasan is the fat

Varas Akbar and six other sons. Rai Hasan had served as the Mukhi of Baitul Khiyal Majalis

years in Muscat. He was also the Mukhi of Baitul Khiyal Majalis in Garden Jamatkhana in 1

wWife, that is the mother of Varas Akbar is Mukhiani Khadija, the daughter of Mukhiani i
~the death of Hira’s husband, Haji Hasan in 1925, she was forced to abandon Ismailis .

ained unwavering in her faith. She gave away her claims of property and wealth.
ra with her two daughters, Khadija,
imusafarkhana of Kharadhar, Karachi. After
dija was solemnized with Rai Hasan in 1933 at Museat. *
sorn in Karachi on December 29, 1936.




Religious School Committee. He was also nppdlﬁ ed th
1972 and 1976 and the Mukhi between 1976 and 1979,

Imam consigned the office of the Estate Agent to Varas Akbar through the fi
of January 12, 1979:-

ST. MoRITz, 12.1.1979

MY DEAR PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS,

ONLY A FEW WEEKS AGO, THE FEDERAL C QUNGIL FOR PAKISTAN, THE PAKISTANI JAMAT AND | LEARNT
WITH DEEP SORROW OF THE PASSING AWAY OF MY ESTATE AGENT. THE LATE VAZIR AMIRALI CURRIM.
IN VIEW OF THE DEATH OF THIS HARD WORKING, LOYAL SPIRITUAL CHILD, IT HAS BECOME NECESSARY:
FORME 1O APPOINT A NEW ESTATE AGENT

1AM SENDING YOU THIS | TO INFORM YOU THAT | HAVE DECIDED TO APPOINT WITH IMMEDIATE.
EFFECT MUKHI AKBARALI HASAN KARMALI AS MY ESTATE AGENT, | SEND HIM MY MOST AFFECTIONATE:
SPECIAL PATERNAL MATERNAL LOVING E INGS FOR SUCCESS IN HIS NEW DUTIES.

MUKHIAKBARALI IS WELL KNOWN OF MY JAMAT IN PAKISTAN AS HE HAS BEEN MUKHI OF THE GARDEN.
JAMAT FOR 3 YEARS AND PREVIOUS TO THAT HE WAS KAMADIA FOR 4 YEARS.

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS APPOINTMENT, | GIVE HIM THETITLE OF ITMADI. MUKHI AKBARALI WILL HOLD
THE SAME OFFICE AS THE LATE VAZIR AMIRALI CURRIM AND HE WILL THEREFORE HAVE THE SAME
RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES AND THE SAME AUTHORITY. | WOULD LIKE THAT ALL My MUKIIIS,
KAMADIAS AND JOINT KAMADIAS SHOULD EXTEND TO MUKHI AKBARALIIN HIS NEW OFFICE AS ESTATE
AGENT THEIR FULLEST SUPPORT, COOPERATION AND CONFIDENGE AS THEY HAVE DONE IN THE PAST
WITH THE LATE VAZIR AMIRALI CURRIM, DECAUSE MY ESTATE AGENT IS REQUIRED TO TRAVEL
EXTENSIVELY IN PAKISTAN, AND OCCASIONALLY ABROAD, | RELIEVE HIM, WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF
HIS PRESENT OFFICE OF MUKHI OF THE GARDEN JAMAT IN KARAGHI, | GIVE MUKHI AKBARALL AND
MUKHIANI NABAT AKBARALI MY MOST AFFECTIONATE PATERNAL MATERNAL LOVING BLESSINGS FOR!
THEIR OUTSTANDING AND DEVOTED SERVICE.

Varas Akbar is (he 9" Estate Agent of the Imam in Pakistan. His illustrious ancestor in the 5™ line
was Assa and Varas Amir Ali's grandfathier, Ibrahim’s mother, Sona’s grandfather waaﬁﬂsﬂ
same Assa, Daulal, the granddaughter of Assa had married to Murad Ali, the grandson of As
sum, all the nine Estate Agents have been from the same family tree during last 145 yeas
 claim blood relation with the grent martyrs of Jerruk.

with long sighted
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(hevilllge land was classified into six parts (de ﬂlg)m
s waler supply with the land watered Ihereby The Ismaili Imam K
govemnor of (hree villages of Kirman, viz. Mahallat, Shahe-i Bntul« i
eans malallas, i.c., quarters of a town. It is situated in the arid but pxcmresqus
of Qumm takes its root. It is situated well over 5000 feet above sea
ter, heing covered with snow for quite a long time.
(darkhana) of the Tmams in Iran for many years.

Mahallat and Qumm between 1818 and 1837. In 1838, he built a large fortified residenti
compound for his residence and numerous dependents and pages in Mahallat. It was surrounded
strong walls, built of sun-dried bricks. It encircled the garden and the house, with services. Lift
going inside (he walls, probably centering around the main building, which no longer exists. He was
its proprietor as a landlord, and became known as The Aga Khan Mahallari.

It seems that the Aga Khan nursed an ambition to revive the memory of Mahallat, his native land.
therefore, he built a resembling residence but a small in Jerruk, named as Mahallar. 1t appears that l
three rooms with a garden facing the Indus were built before the incident of Jerruk. Later on, few:
ofher chambers were added and the entire site was fortified with mud and straw.




red
 the bank of the Indlls. l’relcnﬂy, the flow of |
is now xluppy on back side. It has three entrances in its front
ﬂdlu a5 2 main entrance and two on each side. 1t is said that the Aga Kh:
nce, while riding on his horse. The left entrance leads to the centre main hall tf
ssage, which was used by the followers. The right entrance leads into the gard

stable in the plan. There is a room at the apposite direction, where the provisions of the
stored, having a roof with a mud stair turning at the right corner, whereon the entire valle
Indus is viewed.
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enlire residence contains two roofs, one on the three rooms and another
. Each wooden roof is thatched with mud, supported with carved wooden colun

‘Mahallat is still the only remnant of the original structure. Today the entire building stai

deserted with ifs omamental features in decay, yet it presents an impressive sight. It
deplorable state with its walls weather-worn, needing repairs for its preservation. It is I
hoped (hat this monument will be saved from further decay. It seems clearly that some porti
the building had been repaired before few years, but at present it looks like a mass of rui
According to the report of the keepers, about 1000 to 1200 visitors, including scholars and stud

come every year in Jerruk to see the historical building of Mahallat, therefore, it should be well -
preserved.

The painted board placed on the main entrance is a later addition. There are two. identical
handswritten brief inscriptions in the Khojki character, one in the middle room and another at the

corridor. Both inscriptions are engraved with a pointed nail on the main wooden ceilings, and ate
illegible and void of historical value.
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The Antiquities of Sind by Henry Cousens, Karachi, 1929.
Arab Kingdom of al-Mansurah in Sind by Mumtaz Husain Pathan, Hyderabad, 1974,

The First Aga Khan and the British (unpublished thesis) by Zawahir Moir, University of London, 1964. 1

Gazetteer of the Province of , Bombay, 1927, 1" volume.

Memoirs of Seth Naomul Totchand of Karachi (comp. 1871) ed. By Sir H. Even M. James, London, 1915,

District Census Report Thatta by A. Rashid, Karachi, 196

Karachi the Pearl of Arabian Sea by Ahmed Hu ain Siddiqui, Karachi, 1996.

Sind Revisited by Christopher Ondaatie, Toronto, 1996.

‘Memoirs on Sind ed. By R. Hughes Thomas, Karachi, 1979, 2" edition.

Tarikh-i Imamate (Sindhi) by Sherali Alidina, Karachi, 1952,

History of Sir C. Napier’s Administration of Scinde by William Napier, London, 1347,
Tsmailis through History by Mumtaz Ali Tajddin S. Ali, Karachi, 1997

Personal Observations on Sind by . Postans, Karachi, 1973.

A Glance at Sind before Napier by E.B. Bastwick, London, 1973.

rterly (vol. VIII 1980, No. I, Karachi)

Races that Inhabit the Valley of Indus by R. Burton, London, 1851.

s Ancestors by N. M. Dumasia, Bombas, 1939.



ry of Sind tr. by Mirza Kalichbeg Fredunbeg, Karachi, 1902.
Khoja Case of Saddar Court. (October 16, 1888).
haukhandi Tombs in Pakistan by Shaikh Khurshid Hasan, Karachi, 1996.
Sind - a General Information by H.T. Lambrick, Hyderabad, 1964.
Gazetteer of the Provinee of Sind by E.H. Aitken, Karachi, 1980.
Mahallat by W.Ivanow, “Ismaili” weekly (Bombay, Dec. 11, 1938)
Jherruk by Sherali Alidina, ‘l‘niglmm (Karachi, January 23, 1958)
Gohar-e-Gwadar by Shihabuddin A. Gwadari, Karachi, 1994.

“The Princess Sherbanoo by Mohammad Aziz Haji Dossa, Karachi, 1999,

The Dual City Karachi by Yasmeen Lari & Mihail S. Lari, Karachi, 1996.
Sind Observed cd. By Mubarak Ali, Lahore, 1993

A Social & Cultural History of Sind by Mubarak Ali, Lahore, 1987,

Nurun Mubin by A.1. Chunara, Bombay, 1936.

The Encyelopaedia of Islam, Leiden, 1997,

Persian-English Dictionary by I, Steingass, London, 1892

Aftmadi Akbarali the 19" Estate Agent by Sherali Aidin, Ismaili Mirror (Karachi, Feb., 1979)



¥ \EJGE 'STATION AT THE MOUTH OF THE TOWN, ,
5 ROAD RADIATES FROM THE MAIN ROA
~ THE OLD SITE OF THE TOWN. & MD‘NGTQT"ETO%
VIEW OF THE FIELDS BEHIND THE HILL.
VIEW OF THE FIELDS BEHIND THE MAHALLAT.
VIEW OF THE MAI
MAIN ENTRANGE OF 1 1E MAHALLAT,
MARBLE PLATE ON THE MAIN ENTRANCE.
INSIDE THE MAHALLAT, SHOWING KITCHEN AND EATHROOM
TTHE MAIN HALL OF MAHALLAT WITH THE PLATFOI
UPPER STAIRWAY.
MAIN HALL WITH A CORRIDOR OUTSIDE THE ROOMS.
GARDEN (OLD STABLE) INSIDE THE MAHALLAT.
CARVED WOODEN COLUMN.
CARVINGS ON THE CORRIDOR.
INSCRIPTION IN KHOJKI GHARAGTER.
VIEW OF THE CORRIDOR.
DOOR OF THE ROOM WITH A ROLLING TO START FAN BY THE FORGE OF WIND.
VIEW OF THE ROOM WITH PHOTOS OF FOUR AGA KHANS.
‘CARVED WOODEN GOLUMN RAISED INSIDE THE ROOM,
SAME AS PHOTO NO.
SAME AS PHOTO NO. 20
WOODEN GEILING WITH GARVINGS,
STONE TO BE BASED AT THE COLUMNS.
SAME AS PHOTO NO. 23
SAME AS PHOTO NO. 24
SAME AS PHOTO NO, 3
SAME AS PHOTO NO. 4
VIEW OF THE HILL WITH GRAVEYARD AT TS FOOT.
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t land was classified into six parts (dang), each comprised of one-sixt e

- supply with the land watered thereby. The Ismaili Imam Kassim Ali (1694-1730)
0 “three villages of Kirman, viz. Mahallat, Shahr-i Babak and Kahek. Mahallat
5, 1.6., quarters of a town. It is situated in the arid but picturesque valley in which the
takes its root. It is situated well over 5000 feet above sea level, and is cold in
covered with snow for quite a long time. It also exercised as the headquarters

 of the Imams in Tran for many years.

Hasan Ali Shah, the Aga Khan I was born in Mahallat in 1804. He was also the govemor of
Vizhallat and Qumm between 1818 and 1837. In 1838, he built a large fortified residential
‘compound for his residence and numerous dependents and pages in Mahallat. It was surrounded by
strong walls, built of sun-dried bricks. It encircled the garden and the house, with services. Life was
* going inside the walls, probably centering around the main building, which no longer exists. He was
its proprietor as a landlord, and became known as The Aga Khan Mahallati.

1t seems that the Aga Khan nursed an ambition to revive the memory of Mahallat, his native land,
therefore, he built a resembling residence but a small in Jerruk, named as Mahallat. It appears that
three rooms with a garden facing the Indus were built before the incident of Jerruk. Later on, few
other chambers were added and the entire site was fortified with mud and straw.




sloppy on back side. It has three entrances in its front facing to the town, one
‘main entrance and two on each side. It is said that the Aga Khan entered the main
& riding on his horse. The left entrance leads to the centre main hall through 2 narrow
ich was used by the followers. The right entrance leads into the garden, which was a
e in the plan. There is a room at the opposite direction, where the provisions of the horses were
‘having a roof with a mud stair tuming at the right comer, whercon the entire valley of the

a2

Ms . HILL CLOSE THE TOWN
THREE JOINT ROO! e

14, LeFT ct 22,
15. MAIN ENTRANGE 23
16. RIGHT ENTRANCE
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1and was classified into six parts (dang), cach comprised of one-sixth.of
p th the land watered thereby. The Ismaili Imam Kassim Ali (1694-1730)
yr of three villages of Kirman, viz. Mahallat, Shahr-i Babak and Kahek. Mahallat
rallas, i.¢., quarters of a town. It is situated in the arid but picturesque valley in which the
‘Qumm (akes its root. It is situated well over 5000 feet above sea level, and is cold in
g covered with snow for quite a long time. It also exercised as the headquarters
a) of the Imams in Iran for many years.

um Hasan Ali Shah, the Aga Khan I was born in Mahallat in 1804. He was also the govemor of
ahallat and Qumm between 1818 and 1837. In 1838, he built a large fortified residential
‘compound for his residence and numerous dependents and pages in Mahallat. It was surrounded by
" ctrong walls, built of sun-dried bricks. It encircled the garden and the house, with services. Life was
‘going inside the walls, probably centering around the main building, which no longer exists. He was

jts proprietor as a landlord, and became known as The Aga Klian Mahallati.

1t seems that the Aga Khan nursed an ambition to revive the memory of Mahallat, his native land,
therefore, he built a resembling residence but a small in Jerruk, named as Mahallat. 1t appears that
three rooms with a garden facing the Indus were built before the incident of Jerruk. Later on, few
‘other chambers were added and the entire site was fortified with mud and straw.




y
of the Indus. Presently, the flow of the river is at some distance,
ppy on back side. It has three entrances in its front facing to the town, one.

riding on his horse. The left entrance leads to the centre main hall through a narrow

was used by the followers. The right entrance leads into the garden, which was a

the plan. There is a room at the opposite direction, where the provisions of the horses were

, having a roof with a mud stair turning at the right comer, whereon the entire valley of the
is viewed.

INT ROOMS 17. HILL CLOSETHE TOWN
el GRAVEYARD AT THE FOOT OF HI

10. STORE FOR PROVISIONS OF STUDS
‘A GARDEN) 1o
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